BELIZE

FISHERIES ACT
CHAPTER 210

REVISED EDITION 2000
SHOWING THE LAW AS AT 31ST DECEMBER, 2000

Thisisarevised edition of thelaw, prepared by the Law Revision Commissioner
under theauthority of the Law Revision Act, Chapter 3 of the Lawsof Belize,
Revised Edition 1980 - 1990.

This edition contains a consolidation of the following laws- Page
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 3
FISHERIESACT 4

Amendments in force as at 31st December, 2000.



BELIZE

FISHERIES ACT
CHAPTER 210

REVISED EDITION 2000
SHOWING THE LAW AS AT 31ST DECEMBER, 2000

Thisisarevised edition of thelaw, prepared by the Law Revision Commissioner
under the authority of the Law Revision Act, Chapter 3 of the Lawsof Belize,
Revised Edition 1980 - 1990.

This edition contains a consolidation of the following laws- Page
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 3
FISHERIESACT 4

Amendments in force as at 31st December, 2000.



Fisheries [CAP. 210 3

CHAPTER 210
HSHERIES
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS
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3. Application of the Act.
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5. Powersof officers.
6. Prohibition of commercid fishing, etc., without aboat licence.
7. Prohibition of commercia fishing without apersonal licence,
8. Prohibition of certain scientific or research operationswithout apermit.
9. Prohibition of export, etc., without alicence.
10. Offencesand pendlties.
11. Useof poison or explosives.
12. Inspection, seizureand forfeit use of nets.
13. Regulaions.

14. Marineresarve.
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15. Penalty for breach of regulations.
16. Protection of officersand agentsfrom persond liability.

17.  Certificateastoidentity or speciesof fishto beadmissible.

CHAPTER 210

Ch. 133,

RL. 1958, FISHERIES

CAP 174,

R. E. 1980-1990.

220f 1962.

400f 1963.

8 of 1966.

20f 1972,

17 of 1976.

1of 1983.

100f 1987.

L20f 1068 [24th September, 1948]
19 of 1989.

Short title. 1 ThisAct may becited asthe FisheriesAct.

Interpretation. 2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires:-

“boat” meansany vessdl of any description whatever used or intended to be
20f 1972. usedfor fishing;

“commercid fishing” meansthetaking, breeding, producing, killing or capturing
of any fish by any meanswhatever or the attempt or preparation to do o, for
the purpose of the sale or other disposition of such fishfor money or money’s
worth;
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Fisheries [CAP. 210 5

“crawfish” meansfish of the genus Panuliruswhich iscommonly known as
crawfish, rock lobster and spiny lobster;

“fish” includesdl or any of thevarietiesof marineor freshwater animal or plant 17 of 1976.
lifes

“net” includes seineand other fishing appliances;
“regulations” meansregulationsmadeunder thisAct.

3. ThisAct shall extend and apply to thewholeof Belize. Application of
the Act.
100f 1987.

4.-(1) TheMinister may appoint any public officer afishery officer, either by  Appointment of
nameor by office, ashethinksfit, for the purpose of carrying into effect the ~ officers.
provisionsof thisAct or any Regulations made under thisAct.

2 The Minister may appoint any member of the management 1 of 1983.
committeeof afishing co-operativeafishery officer for the purpose of enforcing
any regulation madeunder thisAct. Anappointment madeunder thissubsection
shdl bevaid only for solong asthe person gppointed continuesto beamember
of the said management committee.

3 Such officersother than police officersand customsofficersshall
bein possession of evidence of their authority when acting in pursuance of this
Act.

5.-(1) Any fishery officer appointed under thisAct and any policeofficer may-  Powers of

officers.
(@  without any warrant- 2 of 1672,
] ) ) 10of 1983.
@ stop, board and search any boat, vehicleor aircraft
which hereasonably suspectsisbeing used or employed
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)

v)

(Vi)

(vii)

infishing or carrying fish contrary to the provisionsof
thisAct or any regulationsmade under thisAct;

searchand examineany fishing netswhich he reason-
ably suspectshave been usedincommercia fishing;

arrest any person found committing or attempting to
commit or abetting the commission of any offence
under this Act or any Regulationsmadeunder this
Act;

seizeand detain any boat used inthe commission or
attempted commission of any offenceunder section
6,80r9;

seize and detain any fishing tackle used inthecom-
missionor attempted commission of any offenceunder
thisAct or any Regulation made under thisAct;

enter during normal working hours any business
premisesinwhich fish cooked or uncooked issold
and search refrigerators, ice boxes, freezers, or any
container which may, inthe opinion of the officer
searching, be used for the storing or keeping of fish;

exerciseany power conferred upon him by regulations;

subject to subsection (2), enter and search any premisesor
board and search any boat or search any vehicleor aircraftin
which hereasonabl e suspectsthat thereisanything ligbleto
seizureunder paragraph () of thissubsection;

saize, remove and detain-
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Fisheries [CAP. 210 7

(i)  anythingin respect of which hereasonably suspectsthat an
offenceagainst the Act or any regulations made under this
Act hasbeen committed;

(i)  anything that appearsto himto beor to belikely to be, or to
contain, evidenceof an offenceagaing thisAct or any regulations
made under thisAct.

2 Subject totheprovisionsof section 12, amagistratemay, if heis  2of 1972.
sati sfied by information on oath that thereis reasonabl e ground for suspecting
that thereisin any placeanything that isliableto seizure under paragraph (iii) of
subsection (1), issueawarrant authorising such placeto be entered into and
searched by afishery officer or police officer.

3 Any fishery officer gppointed under thisAct or any policeofficer  2of 1972,
may-

(@ break open an outer or inner door of any placethat heis
empowered or authorised by or under thisAct to enter and
search;

(b) forcibly board any boat or vehicle or aircraft that heis
empowered by thisAct to board and search;

(o) removeby forceany person or thing obstructing any arrest,
detention, search, ingpection or removal that heisempowered
by thisAct to make;

(d) detainany personfoundinany placeor onany boat or vehicle
or aircraft that heisempowered or authorised by or under this
Act to search until such place, boat or vehicleor aircraft has
been searched;

(e) seizeanddetain any boat or vehicleor aircraft that heis
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Prohibition of
commercia
fishing, etc.,
without a boat

licence.
20f 1972.

Prohibition of
commercial fishing
without a personal
licence.

empowered by thisAct to board and search, or search and
prevent any person from approaching or boarding such boat
or vehicleor aircraft until it hasbeen searched.

6.-(1) No person shall useor employ any boat in commercial fishing unless
thereisinforcein respect of such boat a“licenceto fish” issued under the
provisionsof any regulationsmade under thisAct.

2 For the purposes of thissection, aperson shall bedeemed “to
useor employ aboat” (notwithstanding thefact that heisnot an owner, employer
or master thereof) if he playsany part or assistsor inany way contributesto or
actsinfurtherance of the useto which theboat isput, whether asamember of
thecrew or otherwise.

(3 In any proceedings under thissection, it shall be presumed,
until the contrary isproved, that the boat was at the material timebeing used
or employedincommercid fishing.

7. No person shall engage in commercial fishing or be engaged or
employedinor onany boat whileinusefor commercid fishing unlessheisthe
holder of avaid“fisherman’slicence’ issued under the regulationsmade under
thisAct.

20f 1972.
Prohibition of 8. No person sha | conduct or be engaged or employed in any scientific
certainscientific  or research operationsin any water or watersto whichthis Act applieswhich
or research involvethetaking, killing or capturing of any fish, or any interference or
Sv?fr:c?ﬂtoarx];ermi . disturbancesof fish, or with the seabed, unlessthereisinforcein respect of
20f 1972, ~ suchoperationsalicencegranted under the regul ations made under thisAct.
Prohibition of 9.-(1) Subject to subsection (2), no person shall export, attempt to export or
export, etc., purchasewith aview to export any fishunlessheistheholder of avalidfish
‘é"'tfhf;; 2"]" icence.  exporter’slicenceissued under the regulations made under thisAct.
Ol .
10f 1983. . s : :
19 of 1989. 2 No fish exporter’slicencereferred toin subsection (1) shall be
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Fisheries [CAP. 210 9

required by aperson who purchases any fish from aduty-free shop provided
the quantity of such fish doesnot exceed twenty pounds.

3 Any person, corporation or other body desirousof selling fish
from aduty-free shop shall, before selling any fish, obtain alicencefromthe
Fisheries Administrator who may grant such licence subject to suchtermsand
conditionsashemay think fit and on the payment of suchfees, if any, asmay be
prescribed by regulations made under thisAct.

4 Theowner or manager of every duty-free shop licensed to sell
fish under subsection (3) shal keep arecord of every such saleand shall submit
amonthly statement to the Fisheries Administrator with acopy tothe Comptroller
of Customsby thefifteenth day of every month, showing thetotal amount of fish
sold during the preceding month.

10.-(1) Any personwho contravenessection 6, 7, 8 or 9 commitsan offence  Offences and
andisliableon summary convictionto afinewhich shal not belessthanone  penalties.
hundred dollarsbut which may extendtofivehundred dollarsor toimprisonment 29 1972

for aterm not exceeding six months, or to both such fine and imprisonment. ig I)fl 232'7.

2 Inthe case of any contravention of section 6, 7, 8, or 9, thecourt  Forfeiture, etc.
for thefirst such contravention may, and for the second or subsequent such
contravention shall, in addition to any penalty that may be imposed under
subsection (1), order that any fish, boat, vehicle, aircraft and any fishing tackle
or equipment used or employed in connection with such contravention be
forfeited.

11. Any person who uses poison of any description or any explosivewith  Use of poison or
intent to stupefy, poison, take, or kill fish commitsan offenceandisliableon  explosives.
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars or to ~ 170f 1976.
imprisonment for aperiod not exceeding six months, or to both such fineand 1of 1983,
imprisonment.
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I nspection,
seizure and
forfeiture of nets.

12.-(1) Any authority authorised by any regulationsmadeunder thisAct may
may inspect and measure any fishing net which he may seein any part of
Belize, whether or not it has been seenin actual use, and for such purpose
may, without warrant enter into or upon any premisesat al reasonabletimes.

2 Any such person, if upon inspection heisof opinion that the
construction of such net contravenes any provision of this Act or of any
regul ations made under this Act, may cause the net to be conveyed to the
nearest convenient placewhereit may be measured.

(3 If on inspection or measurement it isfound that any such net
contravenesany provision of thisAct or any regulationsmade under thisAct,
it shall be seized and taken before amagi strate who, upon being satisfied of
such contravention, shall declarethe sameto beforfeited, whether or not any
person hasbeen charged in respect thereof.

4 Whereanet has been sei zed under this section and no person
at thetimeof such seizureisfoundin possesson of it, theorder for itsforfeiture
shall not be made by amagistrate until the expiration of one month fromthe
date of seizure unlessthe owner or other person entitled to the possession of
the net sooner claimsit and has been given an opportunity of showing cause
why it should not beforfeited.

5 Themagigtrate shal causeevery fishing net forfeited under this
sectionto be delivered to the Fisheries Administrator to be put to such useas
hethinksfit.

Regulations. 13.-(1) TheMinister may makeregulations-
(@ for prescribing thesize of mesh, form and dimensionsof nets
for fishing, and for themanner of using thesame;
(b) forredrictingthesizeof fishthat may betaken, and prohibiting
thesale or exposing for sale or the purchase of such asarein
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spawn or under such size or weight as may be prescribed by
theregulations;

for prohibiting thetaking of fish at suchtimesand withinsuch
areasasmay bedefinedintheregulations;

for prohibiting or restricting thetaking of fish by any particular
means or apparatuswhich may be specified;

for prescribing thekinds or minimumweightsand sizesof any
speciesof fishwhich may becaught;

for prohibiting, restricting, regulating or controlling thetaking,
possession, trangporting or dedinginfish;

for naming and prescribing the duties of personsauthorised to
seetothecarrying out of the provisionsof thisAct;

for prohibiting or controlling theimportation or theexportation
of figh;

generally for all matters connected with the control and
regulation of fishing and theproper carrying out of theprovisions
of thisAct-

0] for controlling and regulating standardsfor the
processing of fish andfisheriesproducts;

(i) for theissueof licencesand conditionsof issueof such
licencesand conditionsto be observed by the holders
of such licencesand to prescribeformsto beusedin
respect thereof including the payment of feestherefor;

generally for all matters connected with the control and
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regulation of marinereserves.

2 All regulationsmade under thisAct shall be subject to negative
resolution.

Marinereserve. 14.-(1) TheMinister may, where he considersthat extraordinary measures

1of 1983. arenecessary, by Order published in the Gazette, declareany areawithinthe

100f 1987. fishing limitsof Belizeand asappropriateany adjacent surrounding land, to be
amarinereserve:

(@ toafford special protectiontotheaquatic floraand faunaof
such areas and to protect and preservethe natural breeding
groundsand habitatsof aguaticlife;

(b) toalow forthenatura regeneration of aquaticlifein areas
wheresuch life hasbeen depl eted;

() topromotescientific study and researchin respect of such
area; or

(d) topreserveand enhancethenatura beauty of such areas.

2 TheMinister may, where he considersthat thereisno need for
any areato be so reserved, revoke the Order declaring that areaamarine
reserve.

(3 No person shall, inamarinereserve-

(@ engageinfishing;

(b) damage, destroy or removeany speciesof floraor faunafrom
itsplace;

() engageinany scientific study or research;
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(d) damage, destroy or disturb thenatural beauty of such areg;

() doany other act which may be prohibited by any order made
by theMinister fromtimetotime,

without alicenceissued by the Fisheries Administrator.

4 Thecontravention of the provisonsof thissection shal condtitute
an offence, and the offender shall on summary conviction beliableto afinenot
exceeding onethousand dollarsor to imprisonment for aperiod not exceeding
six months, or to both such fineand imprisonment.

(5) Inthe case of thefirst contravention of thissection, thecourt  100f 1987.
mal, and inthe case of the second or subsequent such contravention the court
shall, in addition to any penalty that may beimposed under subsection (4),
order that any fish, boat, fishing tackle or equipment used or employed in
connection with such contravention beforfeited.

15.-(1) There may be annexed to the breach of any regulation made under ~ Penalty for

section 13 afine not exceeding five hundred dollars or imprisonment fora ~ breach of

period not exceeding six months, or both such fineand imprisonment. Such rzezggfl igggs'

finemay be sued for and recovered under the Summary Jurisdiction (Procedure) 17 1976,

Act, and any fishin respect of whichthe offence hasbeen committed shall be 1 of 1983.

forfeited. 10 of 1987.

CAP.99.

2 Any personfound guilty of abreach of any regulationmadeunder  Punishment.

thisAct prohibiting thetaking or possession of undersized fish or thepossession

of fish during the closed season shall, in addition to any other penalty that may

beimposed under the Act, beliableto afinein respect of each suchfish, which

shdl not belessthan twenty dollarsbut which may extendto thirty dollars.

3 Whereany personisfound guilty of contravening any regulation  Forfeiture.
made under thisAct, the court for thefirst such contravention may, and for the
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second or subsequent such contravention shall, inaddition to any penalty that
may beimposed under this section, order that any boat, vehicleor aircraft
together with any auxiliary engineand any fishing tackleor equi pment used or
employed inthecommission of any such offencebeforfeited.

Protection of 16. No act or thing done by any fishery officer or by any policeofficer, or
officers and agents  hy any other person acting under the directionsof such officer, shall, if theact
:‘ir;)rir:i?yersonal or thing was done bona fidefor the purpose of carrying thisAct into effect,
20f 1972, subject him personally to any liability, action, claim or demand whatever.
Certificate asto 17. If inany proceedingsfor an offenceunder thisAct or regul ationsmade
identity or species  thereunder, any question arisesasto theidentity or speciesof any fish, the
of fish to be production of acertificate signed by the Fisheries Administrator shall be
admissible. . . . . . . .

120f 1988, receivableat thetrial, enquiry or proceeding as prima facie evidence of any

meatter or thing therein contained.
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